Severe bilateral renal disease: correlation of antenatal and autopsy findings.
We report 20 infants with severe bilateral renal disease examined by prenatal ultrasound and by autopsy. In 17, the prenatal and pathologic diagnoses correlated well. Although the prenatal and autopsy findings differed in the three remaining cases, the autopsy confirmed the presence of severe bilateral renal abnormalities. All 20 pregnancies were complicated by oligohydramnios, which was severe in 60 per cent. Most of these fetuses had malformation of other organ systems. This series supports the utility of prenatal ultrasound examinations, but emphasizes the need for postnatal evaluation of congenital renal disease including pathologic examination of tissue when possible for correct classification and genetic counselling.